
 
NURSERY NEWSLETTER SPRING 2 2019 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome back everybody; we hope you have all had a restful and relaxing break!   

I hope you all got a chance to enjoy and hear about all the celebrations last week 

for our school’s bicentenary.  Both classes loved singing Happy Birthday to St 

Mary’s, dressing up and learning about ‘the past’, and taking part in lots of other 

special events. 

 

This week we have started our new topic for the half term:  

 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS 

 

Throughout this topic your child will have the opportunity to: 

• Grow some flowers/plants of their own 

• Make a garden for the Nursery, and look at things that are growing around the school 

• Play in our Garden Centre role play area 

• Explore plant related books 

 

We are hoping to add to our outside area by growing plants and vegetables.  If anybody could donate any 

spare soil, old tools, seeds or cuttings, or indeed empty seed packets for our role play area, we would be 

extremely grateful.  

 

Curriculum  

 

Communication and Language 

Our Plants and Flowers topic will allow children to learn and use a new area of vocabulary, enhanced by 

lots of stories around the topic. Children will be encouraged to use their knowledge as they ‘go shopping’ 

in the Garden Centre and observe the plants outside. 

We will expose them to more ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions in carpet and small group sessions and help 

children to respond to instructions involving a two-part sequence. 

 

Physical Development 

We will continue to develop the children’s fine and gross motor skills within Nursery. There will be 

opportunities to write, paint and mark make within the Garden Centre, as they create shopping lists and 

fill in flower order forms.  We are continuing to practice name writing. 

Nursery will also take part in PE lessons with Miss de Souza, and will start to move in different ways 

using different animal walks.  We are also focusing on some simple ball skills. 
 
 



 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

We will be learning about how to be healthy and look after ourselves, including thinking about our bodies, 

exercise, the risks we take, and healthy eating. 

We will also continue to develop children’s understanding of taking turns and sharing.  In addition we will 

cultivate children’s ability to use their words to initiate and join in play with their peers. 

 

Literacy 

We will continue to consolidate the sounds learnt already (satpinckehrm) and learn the following sounds, 

continuing to follow the Jolly Phonics scheme: 
 

Week beginning Monday 4th Mar: d 

Week beginning Monday 11th Mar: g 

Week beginning Monday 18th Mar: o 

Week beginning Monday 25th Mar: u 

Week beginning Monday 1st Apr: l (L) 

Week beginning Monday 8th Apr: f
 

Please note that the children should be familiar with the sound the letter makes, not just the letter 

name (so ‘g’ as in garden, rather than ‘GEE’, ‘o’ as in orange, ‘u’ for umbrella, ‘l’ for lolly and ‘f’ for fish).  

The letter’s name can always be learnt later whereas the sound is needed as the children start to blend 

sounds together to read!   

 

We will continue to broaden the children’s knowledge of fiction and non-fiction books around the topic of 

Plants and Flowers.  We will focus on “Jack and the Beanstalk”, “I Will Not Ever Eat a Tomato”, “Jasper’s 

Beanstalk”, “A Seed in Need” and “Oliver’s Vegetables” to name a few.  We look forward to planting some 

of the plants in the books with the children!   

If you have any further books related to plants and flowers please do bring them in (labelled) so we can 

share them with the class! 

Nursery will continue to explore and practise rhyme, both recognising words that rhyme and completing a 

rhyming string.  Please do reinforce this at home as it takes lots of practice whilst reading books and 

singing songs!  

 

Maths 

The children will be introduced informally to the basic language of money using our new role play area.  

The Garden Centre will also allow many opportunities for sorting, counting and number recognition, on 

price labels for instance.   

We are so pleased with the development in the children’s one-to-one correspondence when counting.  We 

are starting to encourage children to have a go at representing numbers in the way they wish – this may 

be through tallies or dots, which in itself helps develop a child’s understanding of number.  We will also 

focus on comparing two groups of objects. 

We will continue to use mathematical names for describing 2D shapes and consolidate our recognition 

and use of them in pictures and designs. 

 

Understanding the World 

A major focus of our theme is learning about the natural environment and the children will have the 

opportunity through practical experience to learn how to take care of it.  Throughout the topic we will 

be observing, recording and talking about plants and flowers, particularly noticing differences, growth, 

decay and changes over time.  Due to our topic we will use some of our cooking time and donations for 

growing different seeds and plants. 



 

RE 

We will be thinking about the question “What is so special about Easter?” and will read various Bible 

stories together.  In addition we will soon start thinking about Mothering Sunday.  Please note that 

because of the big Bicentenary celebrations this year, there will not be a special church service this 

year for Mother’s Day.  Celebrations will be a bit more relaxed – don’t worry presents will still arrive! 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Using plants and flowers as our theme, we will be continuing to develop the children’s musical awareness 

through singing known songs associated with growing things, as well as learning new ones and playing 

singing games. By putting actions to the words, the children will develop their sense of pulse and we will 

explore more of the musical elements when singing the songs, for example tempo and dynamics. We will 

also focus on practising their listening skills through moving to music and introducing sung instructions. 

 

We will also be doing exciting artwork inspired by Plants and Flowers, including observational drawing, 

using seeds to create a mosaic, and using 2D shapes to build up a picture.  We will concentrate on 

drawing a shape and then colouring it in, as well as selecting colours for a purpose.  

The children are loving what we call “junk modelling” – this is creating different things out of recycling.  

They often bring things home that look random, but this is great practice for cutting, sticking and using 

different joining techniques.  As time goes on these creations often actually represent something.  

Often asking the question “Tell me about your creation”, rather than “What is this?” prompts more 

explanation from them! 

 

 

Dates for your diary: 

 

Please note that St Mary’s only celebrates World Book Day formally every two years – so no dress up day 

this year!  Book vouchers will be coming home. 

 

Parent Volunteer Induction - Monday 11th March 1.30pm – 3.00pm 

A final chance to get trained for coming on school trips.  We will need parents/carers who have a DBS 

check through school, and who have attended volunteer induction, for our upcoming trips (please talk to 

Miss de Souza asap to volunteer) 

 

Red Nose Day! - Friday 15th March 

Noses will be sold in the playground from Monday. 

 

Progress in Learning Meetings – 26th, 27th and 28th March 

There are Progress in Learning Meetings (Parent Meetings) coming up.  Details of how to request a date 

will come to you soon. 

Your child’s learning journey book will be available to view during our classroom time and before/after 

parents’ meetings, and for you to take home for a few days afterwards.  Please do use the labels 

provided to add your comments on your child’s abilities and achievements, and add comments to the 

Parent/Carer comment page inside the front cover.   

 

 



Nursery Cake Sale - Friday 5th April 

All proceeds go directly to supporting your children in Nursery!   

 

Bicentennial Whole School Photograph – Tuesday 9th April 9.15am 

Second half children are invited to attend too, if parents could bring them to the school, and wait as the 

photo is being taken. 

 

Last day of term – Friday 12th April 

School will finish early for the end of term at 2.30pm. 

 

Further ahead: 

Monday 13th May – Fulham Palace trip for the first half of the week VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Thursday 23rd May – Fulham Palace trip for the second half of the week VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Wednesday 26th June – Trip to Bocketts Farm VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

 

Ways to get involved: 

 

WOW Slips and Home Achievements 

Please do continue to bring in Wow Slips so we can celebrate their achievements at home.  Blank ones are 

available on the YN section of the website. 

 

Independence 

The children have become increasingly independent, which they, and we, are very proud of!  Please 

continue to reinforce and practise these skills at home – especially in the area of dressing and putting on 

coats, as well as with toileting.  Now we are starting to practise turning our coats inside out and doing up 

our zip! 

 

Toys from home 

We have noticed that the number of toys from home have crept up again – please can you speak to your 

child/ren and remind them why it is not a good idea to bring them in – they often get lost, causing 

stress, and other people think they can use them, and this causes arguments.  Obviously from time to 

time if your child wants to bring something very special to share then this is super – but please could 

this just be an occasional occurrence!  It will be looked after by the teacher for the rest of the session. 

Thank you! 

 

Maths packs and Sharing Books 

We haven’t been able to start Maths Packs and Sharing books to send home yet - If any additional 

parents would be able to volunteer their time weekly it would be very much appreciated.  The day and 

time is flexible. 

 

Upcoming trips 

Next term we will hopefully go on some school trips: if you would like to accompany us (we will need 

about 6 parent helpers) please ask Mrs Abraham for a DBS check as soon as possible.  You will not be 

able to attend without this check.  You will need to have attended the volunteer’s induction.  See dates 

above. 



Fish in the holidays 

Our class fish are looking for a home for the Easter holidays!  Would any parents who are staying put be 

willing to volunteer to take care of them?  They are very friendly and do not require too much care – I 

will clean them before and after, but it does require a car to transport the heavy tank, and the fish in a 

separate box.  They also need someone responsible to feed them each day – although they can be left 

with a feeding block over the weekend.  The filter needs to be attached to a plug.  Please note that 

Taylor and Finn are very friendly to people, but can be a bit…carnivorous to other fish – best to keep 

them in their own tank!  Please do talk to Miss de Souza if you might be able to take them.  Thank you so 

much. 

 
Donations 

If you have any Nursery spare uniform please do return it as soon as possible.  We are also in need of 

more spare uniform.  If you have any at home we would be very grateful for them!  We are also in need 

of plastic bags! 

Please continue to bring in any clean recycling objects, e.g. cardboard boxes and tubes, plastic trays etc. 

for the children to use for junk modelling.   

If you have any spare gardening equipment, seeds, soil etc then we would really love these things too! 

 

Cooking and Craft Money 

Thank you to everyone who sent in a voluntary contribution of £40 for cooking/craft.  The children have 

really enjoyed the different cooking and craft activities – this half term we will use much of this money 

for our growing and planting sessions.  If you have not yet sent in a contribution it can be deposited in a 

named envelope inside your child’s school folder or be given to a member of Nursery staff.  Thank you in 

advance. 

 

 

Once again a huge thanks for your continued support and encouragement, and wishing you all a 

very good half term, 

 

Miss de Souza, Mrs Baines and Mrs Dias 

 

 

 


