
 

 

                              

Autumn 1 

Year One newsletter 
 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

Hello and welcome to Year 1.  I hope you have had an enjoyable summer.  The children 

have certainly had lots of exciting stories to share. 

I am delighted to be reunited with this class and I know you will continue to work in 

partnership with us, so that your child can continue to grow in confidence, developing a 

love of learning, and a determination to be the best person they can be.          

Here is an overview of the curriculum coverage for the first half term.  

English 

We will continue with the Jolly Phonics Programme, and supplement it with the 

introduction of Jolly Grammar. Work covered is as follows: 

 Using the terms fiction/ non-fiction, and identifying some features of a non-

fiction book.  

 Understanding why instructions must be clear and correctly ordered. Reading 

and following a set of simple instructions and writing a set of instructions and 

using language to signal chronological order. 

 Blending sounds together to form words and segmenting sounds in words to 

write.  

 Revision of the alphabet and digraph sounds learned in YR.  

 Introduction of new sounds (alternative diagraphs) ‘ow’, ‘ew’, ‘ou’ and ‘oi’  

 Identifying short vowel sounds within words. 

 Developing recognising and writing capital letters.  

 Developing an understanding of sentences. By understanding that words within a 

sentence must make sense and identify where capital letters and full stops are 

positioned. 

  Developing the children’s understanding that there are different types of 

words, and that each type has a name. 
  Developing children’s understanding of common nouns.  

 

We will be using the wonderful story ‘The Snail and the Whale’ by Julia Donaldson as a 

focus text. We will be writing our own versions of the story, a recount based on a 

fictional first person experience, a news report, writing speech bubbles to infer the 

snail’s thoughts,  creating a ‘story map’; and using drama to collaborate all the children’s 

learning and ideas on the story! Through lots of discussion the children will have 

opportunities to express their views of the story and their likes and dislikes, giving 

reasons for their answers. 
 

Reading: 

I will hear individual children and groups of children read in weekly Guided Reading 

sessions. Please continue to support your child by listening to them read and reading to 

them as often as possible, using a wide range of books (not just the scheme books sent 

home). Miss Donlon will support the children in their reading on a weekly basis this term.  



 

 

Maths will focus on: 

 Counting up to 20 objects (match number to object); estimating and counting up 

to 30 objects; counting on and back and ordering numbers to 10; recognising 

domino/dice arrays without counting; identifying a number 1 more (next number 

in count) 

 Finding pairs that make 5; subitise to 5; finding pairs that make 6; subitise to 6; 

finding pairs that make 10; subitise fingers to 10; matching pairs to 5, 6 and 10 

to number sentences; finding missing numbers in number sentences 

 Doubling numbers 1 to 5; finding 1 and 2 more; counting back 1 and beginning to 

find 1 less 

 Recognising, naming and describing squares, rectangles, circles and triangles; 

recognising basic line symmetry; sort 2D shapes according to their properties, 

using Venn diagrams and Carroll diagrams 

 Reading and writing numbers and number-names to 20; comparing and ordering 

numbers to 20; identifying 1 more and 1 less; estimating sets of objects, 

counting to check and order sets according to size; understanding 0 as the 

empty set. 
 

Topic work: ‘What’s it made of?’  

This unit of work will focus on grouping and classifying materials. In science we’ll be 

finding out about what objects are made of and grouping them, how we use and can test 

different materials, and how materials are the same or different. We will be using this 

information to help us plan and design a classroom makeover. If you have any shoe boxes 

please send them in.  
 

For the entry point to this topic on Friday 7th September the children will identify an 

array of materials. Then discuss in small groups what each type of material might be 

used for and choose materials to build a shelter - can their structure provide shelter 

for a Lego figurine? What would happen if it rained on the shelter they have built? At 

the end of the session the children will address the question -What do you need to think 

about when choosing your materials?  
 

The children will further cement their knowledge of properties of materials by visiting 

the Victoria & Albert Museum on Monday 10th October where they will partake in a 

discovering materials workshop. This session explores some of the materials used by 

artists and designers to create incredible objects. The children will have the chance to 

explore the properties and qualities of different materials, respond to museum objects 

through experimentation and play, handle a range of different materials, compare and 

contrast their properties and link them to objects on display in the China gallery. The 

session allows the opportunity to develop language and communication skills through 

describing the properties of different materials and their uses. They will be given a 

range of making materials to create their own designs in response to the objects they 

have seen in the gallery. The children will get to make a gift to give to one of the 

Chinese Emperor’s important guests.  

At the end of the topic on Wednesday 19th October at 2.15pm we will have an open 

classroom where you will be invited into the classroom to participate in a building 

activity with your child an opportunity to see what they have learnt about the properties 

of materials and to look at our ‘Marvellous’ material work produced this term.  



 

 

If you would like to support a group of children on the trip to the V&A please put a note 

in the PACT book. 

RE 

We will be learning about Baptism as a Christian welcoming ceremony and the symbolism 

of water and light. If you have any items or photos from your own child’s baptism please 

send them in. We will be conducting a baptism ceremony at St Mary’s church on 

Wednesday 28th September. Children will be chosen to be parents and godparents and 

the rest of the class will attend as guests. To mark this special occasion I would like all 

the children to dress for the occasion. Could you please provide an outfit for your child 

in a named carrier bag so they can get changed before our visit to St Mary’s Church. 
 

This will be the first trip of the term. I would appreciate returning the local permission 

slip as soon as possible to enable your child to attend their first outside learning 

experience of the year. 

If you would like to assist with walking the children to St Mary’s church and you are CRB 

checked please write a note in the PACT book. 
 

Art 

In Year 1 this term, we will be learning all about ' still life' and ways in which food has 

been represented in art. Observational drawing and composition will be our focus. First 

we will explore different fruits and vegetables, concentrating on their subtle 

differences of shape, texture and colour and how that can affect the way we feel about 

them. Then children will be encouraged to bring in images of favourite foods to create 

their own ideal still life painting. 
 

Computing 

The children will be learning how to use technology to control and programme using 

instructions and achieve predicted outcomes.  
  

PE:  

Year 1 will be participating in PE lessons on a Tuesday with Mr Ellis and on a Friday with 

Mrs McCarthy. This half term pupils will focus on movement and object control. They will 

develop and link a range of movement patterns. In addition the class will practice 

throwing and catching individually, sending to a partner and controlling balls in different 

ways. Skills will be applied through a range of co-operative games.     

Music: 

 In music this term we will be developing our understanding of the key musical elements 

through singing action songs and playing percussion instruments. We will explore using 

different voices, how to control dynamics and tempo as well as develop awareness of 

high/low pitch and pulse. We will also learn about timbre by examining the range of 

different percussion instruments we have and investigate how and why they make their 

distinctive sounds, to link in with their topic of ‘What’s it made of?’ 
 
 

PSHE 

We will be working on the Jigsaw scheme of work -  ‘Being me in my world’ – focusing on 

how to help others feel welcome, making our classroom and school a happy environment 

through how we act and take on board others feelings, as well as rights and 



 

 

responsibilities to learning and how we can work well with others. This will be achieved 

through the use of Jigsaw Jack, games and discussions. 
 

Other information 
 

Ramble – Year One’s Class Pet: Each week a child is chosen to take home the class pet 

(toy). The children are expected to look after it and make a note in his diary about what 

he did during the weekend. We encourage photos, pictures, post cards etc... This helps 

the children when sharing with the class. Please return on Monday morning so your 

children can share with the class.  

Homework:   

Please return to school by the date specified and ensure it is named. Written work 

should be done in pencil and coloured in using colouring pencils if appropriate.  

 Book change will take place once a week on Thursday afternoons.  

          Please indicate in the PACT Book where your child has read up to and if they need     

           new books. Books will only be changed if a note is written in the PACT book.  

 Spelling Tests will take place every Friday morning and reinforced the following 

week through the dictation homework. Please ensure that your child brings in 

their spelling cards every Friday so we can communicate their scores. 

 Dictation homework - the purpose of the weekly dictation homework is to 

reinforce and practice the spelling pattern with the aim of fortifying that 

pattern to memory. It is therefore important that your child only completes the 

relevant week’s dictation. If you are ahead, I will keep the card/book until it is 

needed and if you are behind I would like you to focus only on the dictation 

sentences that the children have just had a spelling test for. Dictation will be 

set on Friday and due the following Friday 
 

Other homework: 

 Topic or a literacy task will be sent home weekly. 

 Abacus maths homework. This will be an online maths activity to underpin what 

has been taught in class that week. Login details will be sent home. Please let me 

know if you have any issues accessing activities on Active learn. 

All homework (except Spellings & Dictation) will be set on Thursday and must be 

completed by the following Thursday.  
 

Reminders 

 Please ensure you continue to check your child’s folder daily. 

 Please check the website for dates for parent assemblies and school services 

such as Harvest. 
 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me either in person or via the 

PACT book and I will be happy to discuss any issues you have. 
 

Alisha McCarthy and Lynda Donlon 

Year 1 Class Team 
 

Diary dates:  
 

Monday 12th September – Baptism photos due in for class discussions. 

Wednesday 14th September 6pm – Meet the teacher  

Wednesday 28th September – visit to St Mary’s Church (NO packed lunch needed. Please provide an outfit for 

your child to wear in a named carrier bag) 

Monday 10th October – Trip to V&A Museum – Packed lunch needed 

Wednesday 19th October – What’s It Made Of? – Open classroom, parents/carers welcome 



 

 

 


