
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s C.E. School 

Year Three – Autumn 1 

September 2018 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to Year 3! It’s set to be a magical year! Our aim is to fill the children 

with an excitement for learning and have many “WOW!” moments this year. 

We are looking forward to helping the children make their transition from KS1 

to KS2.  

In Year 3, children are expected to be more independent and take on more 

responsibility for themselves, their property and their learning.  

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to send an email via the PACT 

system.  

 

Our topic this term will be ‘Different Places, Similar Lives’. Through this topic 

the children will gain an understanding that people lead different lives. Even 

people in the same country, the same town or the same street can have 

different lifestyles. But they can have things in common, too – they can both 

like the same food or football team!  

As members of society, we will understand how our lives are similar and differ 

from those in Turks and Caicos Islands. We will partner up with a Year 3 class in 

Precious Treasures International School, sharing and comparing each other's 

schools and lives. 

We shall explore this topic through a range of subjects.  

 

We will celebrate our learning at the end of our topic with a sharing session on 

Tuesday 16th October at 9.10 - 10am in our Year 3 classroom, during which 

the children will present their learning. We hope that you will be able to join us 

and see what we have been learning.  

 

We have already worked on putting together our class charter. This has helped 

us to discuss our rights and responsibilities as both children and adults, to 

ensure that these rights are upheld. 

 

 



English:   

In English, we will be reinforcing the grammar, spelling and punctuation that we 

learned in Year Two as well as exploring and creating poetry, fact files, 

biographies, diaries, story maps, newspaper articles and letters. Our Power of 

Reading books for this half-term are “Gregory Cool” by Caroline Binch and 

“African Tales, a Barefoot Collection” by Gcina Mhlophe.  

These books link with our topic, both truly capture the nature of similarities 

and differences and the joy of trying new things and embracing cultures 

different from our own.   

 

Maths:   
 

As mathematicians we will be looking at: 

- Using multiples of 5 and 10 bonds to 100 to solve additions and 

subtractions. 

- Comparing and ordering 2- and 3- digit numbers. 

- Multiplication facts for the 5, 10, 2, 4 and 3 times tables. 

- Doubling and halving. 

- Knowing and understanding the calendar (including days, weeks, months 

and years). 

- Telling time to the nearest five minutes. 

- The properties of 3D shapes. 

- Fractions and fractions of numbers. 

- Using money. 

 

History 

As historians we will be looking at: 

• Important people in the countries we are studying 

• The way important people have changed lives 

• How to make a timeline for our host country (England) 

 

RE:   

In RE this half term, we will be asking the question: ‘What is the Bible’s big 

story?’ We will explore how The Bible came into being, how we got The Bible we 

use today, whether The Bible has many plots or one plot, why The Bible is 

sometimes referred to as a map for Christian life, what The Bible teaches about 

faith and what faith means to us as well as how Christians have shown faith and 

show faith today in spreading the ‘Good News’. 

 

 

 



Computing:   

In Computing, we will be building on the touch typing skills we began developing 

in Year 2. As part of our IPC topic, we will also be learning and developing our 

general computer skills and look at the internet as a source of information. 

 

ART:   

Across the school we will be developing our drawing skills this half term. 

Everyone will have the opportunity to create the templates for Christmas cards 

and mugs in time for half-term.  Year 3 will use their sketch-books from the 

start of the Autumn Term and we will include portraits from art history 

throughout the year.  I will include different faces based on the topic book, 

‘African Faces’ faces and include some prehistoric figure drawing. 

 

Music:   

This half term in Year 3 we will be concentrating on how to improve our singing 

technique and sing with an awareness of shape to bring songs to life. We will link 

the songs with their class topic, so they’ll be of Trinidad & Tobago or African 

origin and we’ll learn about the music and instruments from these different 

cultures.  We’ll also compose a pentatonic ostinato to accompany a song, which 

will be recorded so that we can listen to the whole piece and complete our first 

written evaluation of a composition we have created. 

 

Technology: 

We will look at: 

• How people, food and water are transported 

• How wheels, levers, pulleys, slides and floats work 

 

PE:   

Year 3 will be participating in PE lessons on a Tuesday, with Miss McCrone and 

on a Thursday with Mr Naughton. This half term’s activity will be Netball. Pupils 

will focus on the key sending and receiving techniques in Netball, as well as 

learning about the role of positions on the court and understanding the 

footwork/distance rules. The children shall also be having bi-weekly yoga 

lessons with Miss McCrone on a Tuesday to further explore movement, focus 

and awareness of oneself. Please note that the Children will need to come into 

school dressed in their PE kits with their uniforms in their bag every 

Tuesday. 

 
 
  

 



PSHE:   

Our theme is Being Me In My World. This will involve learning about helping 

others to feel welcome, making our school community a better place, thinking 

about other people’s feelings and working well as a team and thinking about the 

right to learn. 

 

FRENCH 

This year, we are lucky to have specialist teaching by Ms. Goalen in French every 

Wednesday.  

 

READING 

Each child will be part of a Guided Reading Group where they will take part in 

shared reading.  We will discuss the book and complete a focused learning task 

based around the text.  This task will be completed in our quiet reading sessions 

in the week.  They must also read a book in our independent reading sessions. 

Children are expected to read at home every night for at least 15 minutes. They 

will no longer have a reading journal but once they complete their book I will ask 

them a few questions and discuss the book before they choose another.  

 

FLUTE 

We will be having flute lessons on a Thursday afternoon. Your child will be 

provided with a flute to use. Please ensure that your child remembers to bring 

in the flute every Thursday. It is also essential that your child practices every 

week.  

 

Regards, 

Alisha McCarthy & Emma Khatib  

 

HOME LEARNING 

Maths and English: (Handed out on Friday to be handed in Wednesday) 

Maths and English homework should be completed in the Maths or English 

home learning book. Can you please ensure that: 

1. All work is presented clearly. 

2. Anything that needs to be stuck in books, is trimmed and then  

stuck in. 

NB: 

 Mathletics login details are the same as Year Two. If you are 

unsure of your child’s login details, please let me know via the email 

PACT system. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Once a term a topic-based home learning task will be sent home. 

Spellings and times tables: Tests will be on a Friday. 

Reading: Daily for at least 15 minutes each evening.  It is important that 

the children read aloud to you regularly and they also benefit greatly 

from you reading to them.  Reading things such as articles in 

encyclopedias, newspaper, recipes, instruction texts, etc. Will broaden 

their understanding of reading across different contexts too. 

Flute: Lessons are on a Thursday. Children must practice at least once a 

week any notes or pieces of music that we are learning. 


