
 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School 
 

Year 6: Half Termly Letter to Parents 
Autumn 2, November 2019 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back to the second half of the Autumn Term. I hope you had a 

lovely half term break. The class have come back full of enthusiasm and 

keen to work hard – I hope this continues! I am writing to inform you of the 

Year 6 curriculum for the coming weeks. 

School Journey Residential Trip 

Year 6 will attend their school journey trip to Sayers Croft from Tuesday 

19th November to Friday 22nd November 2019. Please keep a look out for any important letters 

regarding the trip in your child’s folder. 

 

The Curriculum 

Below is an outline of the Year 6 curriculum for this half term: 

 

English Our Power of Reading text this half term will be a poetry anthology by Grace 

Nichols ‘Cosmic Disco’. Described as a ‘sparkling galaxy of new poems’ this 

wonderful collection explores a range of themes vividly and beautifully expressed 

to create images and stir emotions that stay with the reader long after the book 

has been put down. The overall learning intentions for this teaching sequence are; 

to use art as a stimulus for writing, to use poetry for a stimulus for art, to explore 

how language and structural devices are used in poetry to create powerful 

responses and to explore ways in which we can use our voices, facial expressions 

and body language to perform poetry. We will also have a weekly comprehension 

focus exploring five thinking and reasoning skills – literal thinking, deductive 

reasoning, inferential skills, evaluative assessment of texts and study skills which 

promote wider independent study. Grammar, punctuation and spelling will focus on; 

active and passive voice, adverbials, layout devices, tense choices and conjunctions. 

Weekly handwriting will continue however it is expected that all children should be 

writing in a neat and cursive style for all work now. 

 

Maths 

 

We continue with our Maths Mastery Power Maths approach which the children 

have responded to brilliantly. This half term we will be exploring: 

Number: 

Squares and cubes 

Order of operations 

Brackets 

Mental calculations  

Reasoning from known facts 

Fractions: 

Simplifying fractions  

Fractions on a number line 

Comparing and ordering fractions  

Adding and subtracting fractions  

Problem solving – adding and subtracting fractions  

Multiplying a fraction by a whole number 

Multiplying a fraction by a fraction  

Dividing a fraction by a whole number  

Four rules with fractions 

Calculating fractions of amounts 

Problem solving – fractions of amounts 

Geometry:  



Plotting coordinates in the first quadrant 

Plotting coordinates in all four quadrants 

Plotting translations and reflections 

Reasoning about shapes with coordinates 

 

Topic 

(Geography) 

 

Our new topic for this half term will be ‘What a Wonderful World’. 

This is a Geography based topic within which we will be studying the different 

regions and environments around the world together with the possible causes of 

climate change and its effects on our planet. We will also study extreme weather 

conditions and how they affect people and localities. Field work at Sayers Croft 

will support this work too- with an investigation into rivers! 

Home learning will focus on developing knowledge and understanding of the world 

involving developing map skills, map reading and map drawing. A world atlas would 

come in very useful to support this work.  

Y6 Exit Point - We welcome you into the classroom to celebrate the end of a 

term’s work on Thursday 12th December at 2.45pm  

 

R.E. 

 

The Journey of Life and Death – We will first complete our topic that looks at 

attitudes, values and commitments towards life and death. Then the class will move 

on to Christmas and exploring the question ‘How would Christians advertise 

Christmas?’ 

 

Computing 

 

Computing Skills – skills will be enhanced with the class following a touch typing 

programme that will help them to word process at a quicker pace. The class will be 

putting together PowerPoint presentations and using them to present their 

research to the each other. They will consider issues relating to e-Safety, in 

particular they will be thinking about the SMART rules. 

 

P.S.H.E. 

 

Celebrating Difference – in this topic the class will consider the following: 

accepting that everyone is different; including others when working and playing; 

knowing how to help when someone is being bullied; trying to solve problems; trying 

to use kind words; and knowing how to give and receive compliments. 

 

French 

 

 

Art & Design 

 

Madame Baig will continue to deliver specialist teaching of French every 

Wednesday afternoon. “Ecoutez et repetez!” 

 

Mrs Adams will continue to provide specialist teaching of art and design lessons. 

Year 6 are creating sculptures for the 4th Plinth Schools competition.  In pairs, 

they will plan, model and assess a sculpture that represents an idea  or cause that 

they feel strongly about. 

 

Music 

 

This half term we will be completing our project on syncopated rhythms then move 

onto developing an appreciation of the contemporary music genre using just body 

percussion and sounds. Drawing on a piece created by a current UK composer as 

inspiration, we will be exploring how to use body percussion in canon form then 

adding vocal sounds and movement in order to create a group piece. This will 

develop our understanding of the importance of pulse to pull together musical 

sounds as well as the use of other musical elements to enhance our pieces, which 

we will video and watch back so that we can evaluate our work. We will also be 

rehearsing songs for our Christmas Nativity. 

 

P.E. This half term Year 6 will start basketball with Mr Naughton. They will learn to 

pass, send and receive effectively, how to move in and out of space, improve 

defending techniques and then take part in small sided games which will then grow 

into competitive matches. Within these sessions, the children shall be encouraged 

to think tactically about their game play.  

 

PE LESSONS FOR YEAR 6 WILL TAKE PLACE TWICE A WEEK - EVERY 

MONDAY MORNING AND EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON. PLEASE ENSURE 

YOUR CHILD’S PE KIT AND TRAINERS FOR OUTDOORS ARE IN SCHOOL 

ON THESE DAYS AND LABELLED CLEARLY. 



  

 

Home Learning 

In Year 6 all children will usually be given three sets of main home learning to complete each week. 

We advise our children to spend no more than 40 minutes on each piece of main home learning and 

to let us know whether they found it too complicated or too easy at the end of the assignment. 

We expect all of our Year 6 children to complete their home learning independently but it would 

be beneficial for them to have it checked over for accurate punctuation, accurate calculations and 

neatness before it is handed in. Please comment if you have had to help significantly. Home 

learning is structured as followed: 

 

Friday: English (Poetry), Maths (Mental Arithmetic) and Topic (Map skills)  – all due in on the 

following Wednesday. 

The children will continue to need support in organising and managing how they will complete their 

3 pieces of home learning over the course of the week. 

 

In addition to the main home learning Year 6 pupils will also be expected to conduct these: 

1) Spellings - need to be learnt weekly, set every Monday for a test on Friday. 

2) Times Tables – need to be rehearsed regularly for a test on Friday..  

4) Guided Reading – tasks will be set on a designated day for completion at home and handed in 

for the following week’s session with the teacher. 

 

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 29th October – Start of Autumn Term 2 

Wednesday 30th October at 6pm – Sayers Croft School Journey Parent Meeting 

Thursday 31st October – Deadline for Secondary School Applications/Y6 TFL Workshop 

Tuesday 5th November and Wednesday 6th November – Parent Teacher Meetings 4-7pm 

Friday 8th November at 9.15am – Celebration Worship & Good Work MUFTI DAY 

12th – 15th November  Anti-Bullying Week at St. Mary’s  -12th November – Odd Socks Day 

Tuesday 19th – 22nd November – Sayers Croft Residential School Journey 

Friday 29th November at 9.15am – Celebration Worship & Good Work  

Tuesday 3rd December at 2.45pm – Y6 singing at Putney Exchange 

Friday 6th December at 2.30pm – FoSMS Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 12th December at 2.45pm – Year 6 Exit Point – all parents welcome! 

Friday 13th December at 1.45pm –Dick Whittington Pantomime 

Thursday 19th December at 9.45am – Christmas Service at St. Mary’s Church 

Friday 20th December – Christmas Jumper Day! Christmas Lunch!  

Last Day of Term – school finishes at 2.30pm! 

Monday 6th January – INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 

Tuesday 7th January – Start of Spring Term 1 

 

Communication 

If you have any queries about the daily routine or what your child is learning, or perhaps to inform 

us of other matters relating to your child, then do not hesitate to get in touch with any member 

of the Year 6 team. As always the best way to do this is through the use of your child’s PACT – 

which as you now know has moved to an electronic e-mail system! The PACT e-mail is a great tool 

for communication between home and school, so please do not hesitate in using it. The address is: 

class2013@st-marys-putney.wandsworth.sch.uk 

 

Kindest regards, 

Mrs Bishop 

mailto:class2013@st-marys-putney.wandsworth.sch.uk

