
 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School 
 

Year 6: Half Termly Letter to Parents 
Spring 2, February 2018 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back to the second half of the spring term! Whether you were 

at home or away, we hope you all managed to enjoy the short break. 

     Last half-term was busy with many children out of school visiting 

prospective secondary schools. With National Offer Day on Thursday 1st 

March we wish all of our Y6 children the best of luck and hope they are 

offered the school of their choice! Please may I ask that both parents 

and children are thoughtful at this time and are indeed sensitive to news 

on secondary school places – the reality is that some children will not get 

their preferred school and might feel disappointed. I am sure the St. Mary’s supportive 

ethos and community spirit will be evident at this emotional time. 

     Let’s remind ourselves that this is your child’s last year at primary school and we 

want all of our Y6 children to enthusiastically participate in school events and build on 

their friendships and memories of their time at St. Mary’s. As always we are here to 

support your child with transition to secondary school and the summer term is the 

perfect time for this, but until then it is important for Y6 to focus on the school’s 

curriculum and the preparation required for the Key Stage 2 National Tests (SATs) 

later on in May. 

 

The Curriculum 

Below is an outline of the Year 6 curriculum for this half term: 

 

English A busy mixture of revising and extending each child’s grammar and 

punctuation skills, understanding texts through comprehension skills and 

continuing to develop writing skills in a range of styles will make up our 

English lessons this half-term. This will all be done with a directed eye 

towards SATs expectations. 

     The class will link the majority of their written work with our Power of 

Reading text, which continues to be Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle 

Magorian – a novel the whole class are enjoying. 

     Spelling tests will continue to be held on Friday – the words selected 

are all from previous SATs tests so please ensure meanings of words are 

learnt as well as the spellings! 

 

Maths 

 

In maths the children will also conduct a mixture of revising and extending 

skills, with an emphasis on SATs expectations. The children will be 

covering the following areas: Geometry: properties of shapes; Mental 

addition and subtraction; Written addition and subtraction; Statistics; 

Mental multiplication and division; Written multiplication and division; 

Decimals, percentages and their equivalence to fractions; Number and 

place value; Geometry: position and direction; Problem solving, reasoning 

and algebra; and Fractions, ratio and proportion. 

     As previously stated it would be really useful at home if the children 

are encouraged to complete the various curriculum activities on Mathletics 

– these act as good consolidation and revision tasks. Likewise, please help 



your child to practice all times tables up to 12x12 and rehearse mental 

arithmetic methods because speed is important in the arithmetic test. 

  

Topic 
(History) 

The topic on World War II will see the class visit The Churchill War 

Rooms (see letter sent home already). The children will delve into history 

and learn about the outbreak of war, the effects of the Blitz, food 

rationing and the evacuation of children from major cities. We will then 

look at some events following the war and the formation of NATO. The 

topic will conclude with our very own class VE Day party! Further details 

about this party will be sent home nearer the time. 

 

Topic 
(Science) 

 
 

 

 

 

Computing 

 

The second topic will be Out of Africa – Evolution and Inheritance. The 

class will be looking at how all life began in the sea and how fossils provide 

information about living things from the past. They will learn how living 

things evolve over time, how plants and animals adapt to their environment 

and how adaption leads to evolution. Finally the class will discover how 

superbugs evolve and spread round the world. 

 

Digital technology – the children will resume looking at how to use online 

surveys as a research tool, how to use hyperlinks to create interactive 

stories and about different simulations and their uses. 

 

R.E. 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S.H.E. 

 

We continue with our study of Buddhism this half term and are all looking 

forward to our trip to the Buddhist Temple in Wimbledon – please see 

letter to be sent home in due course. Towards the end of the term we 

shall be exploring the Easter story as we lead up to Holy Week through 

Lent. 

 

Healthy Me! – This topic covers two main areas of health: Emotional 

health (being safe, friendships, mental health skills, body image, 

relationships with food, managing stress) and Physical health (eating a 

balanced diet, physical activity, drugs and alcohol, being safe, first aid) in 

order for children to learn that health is a very broad topic. 

 

French 

 

 

Art & 

Design 

Madame Cox will continue to deliver specialist teaching of French every 

Monday. The main focus for this half-term will be: Where I live 

 

Mrs Forsyth will provide specialist teaching of art and design lessons. The 

topic will be still life painted drawings and collage. The children will 

produce drawings and mixed media collages from direct observation of 

flowers, plants and real-life objects. The class will focus on including as 

much detail as possible and will use light and dark tone shadows to create 

the effect of three-dimensions. The children will also look at scientific 

botanical drawing, Dutch flower painters (16-17th), Edouard Manet (19th) 

and Elizabeth Blackadder (20th). The art room displays this half term 

include a series of print of works by Claude Monet, Vincent Van Gogh from 

the collection of the Musee D’Orsay; three Da Vinci images from the 

Louvre and 15th century mythical animal prints from the Cluny Museum, 

Paris. All three Museums have excellent websites. 

 

Music 

 

Mrs Le Prevost will teach specialist music lessons. The class will be 

continuing to work on their WWII songs, thinking about the war from a 

child’s point of view at the time. They will be putting the words they’ve 

already written to music and focusing on how to make sure the music 

enhances and conveys the emotions of the lyrics using all the musical 



elements, e.g. dynamics, tempo, timbre and duration. At the end of term 

they will perform their pieces to the rest of the class. The performances 

will be recorded so that the class can listen back and evaluate their work.  

 

P.E. Year 6 will be participating in PE lessons on a Monday with Mr Ellis and on 

a Thursday with Mr Lett. This half term’s activity will be dance. Pupils will 

be exploring the topic of Out of Africa (Evolution) in their dance lessons. 

Activities will focus on the physical exploration including games and 

creative movement expressing how animals, people and the Earth have 

evolved and changed little by little over time. Through these explorations 

pupils will focus on developing spatial awareness, teamwork and the ability 

to respond creatively and physically to topics they are learning about in 

their classrooms. 

 
PE LESSONS FOR YEAR 6 WILL USUALLY TAKE PLACE TWICE A WEEK - 

EVERY MONDAY AFTERNOON AND EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD’S PE KIT AND TRAINERS FOR OUTDOORS 

ARE IN SCHOOL ON THESE DAYS AND LABELLED CLEARLY. 

  

Home Learning 

In Year 6 all children will usually be given three sets of main home learning to complete 

each week. We advise our children to spend no more than 40 minutes on each piece of 

main home learning and to let us know whether they found it too complicated or too easy 

at the end of the assignment. We expect all of our Year 6 children to complete their 

home learning independently but it would be beneficial for them to have it checked over 

for accurate punctuation, accurate calculations and neatness before it is handed in. 

Please comment if you have had to help significantly. 

 

Home learning is structured as followed: 

 

Friday: English, Maths and Topic – all due in on the following Wednesday. 

The children will continue to need support in organising and managing how they will 

complete their 3 pieces of home learning over the course of the week. 

 

In addition to the main home learning Year 6 pupils will also be expected to conduct 

these: 

1) Spellings - need to be learnt weekly, set every Monday for a test on Friday. 

2) Times Tables – need to be rehearsed regularly for a test on Friday. 

3) Mental Arithmetic – need to practise regularly for a test on Monday.  

4) Guided Reading – tasks will be set on a designated day for completion at home and 

handed in for the following week’s session with the teacher. 

 

Diary Dates 

Monday 19th February 2018 – INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 

Tuesday 20th February 2018 – Start of Spring Term 2 

Wednesday 21st February 2018 – Trip to The Churchill War Rooms 

Friday 23rd February 2018 – DT Day: bread making 

Wednesday 28th February 2018 – Holy Communion in the Hall – all welcome 

Thursday 1st March 2018 – National Offer Day for Secondary Schools 

Friday 2nd March 2018 – World Book Day 

Friday 9th March 2018 – Mothering Sunday Service at St. Mary’s Church 9.45am 

Tuesday 13th – Friday 16th March 2018 – Cycle Proficiency Course A 

Wednesday 14th/ Thursday 15th March 2018 – Progress in Learning Meetings (Parents Evenings) 

Tuesday 20th – Friday 23rd March 2018 – Cycle Proficiency Course B 

Thursday 29th March 2018 – Maundy Thursday Service at St. Mary’s Church 9.45am 



Thursday 29th March 2018 at 2.30pm – End of Spring Term 

Monday 16th April 2018 – INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 

Tuesday 17th April 2018 – Start of Summer 1 

 

Communication 

If you have any queries about the daily routine or what your child is learning, or perhaps 

to inform us of other matters relating to your child, then do not hesitate to get in touch 

with any member of the Year 6 team. As always the best way to do this is through the 

use of your child’s PACT – which as you now know has moved to an electronic e-mail 

system! The PACT e-mail is a great tool for communication between home and school, so 

please do not hesitate in using it. The address is: 

class6@st-marys-putney.wandsworth.sch.uk 

 

 

Kindest regards, 

 

Mr Lett and Ms O’Connell 
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