
 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School 
 

Year 6: Half Termly Letter to Parents 
Spring 2, March 2019 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back to the second half of the spring term and – wow – what a 

first week back! Our Bicentennial Week was just amazing! Thanks to 

everyone for their efforts. More on that later… 

     National Offer Day was on Friday 1st March so many of you will know 

the secondary school offered to your child! Please may I ask that both 

parents and children are thoughtful at this time and are indeed sensitive 

to news on secondary school places – the reality is that some children 

will not get their preferred school and might feel disappointed. I am 

sure the St. Mary’s supportive ethos and community spirit will be evident at this 

emotional time. 

     Remember it is your child’s last year at primary school and we want all of our Y6 

children to enthusiastically participate in school events and build on their friendships 

and memories of their time at St. Mary’s. As always we are here to support your child 

with transition to secondary school and the summer term is the perfect time for this, 

but until then it is important for Y6 to focus on the school’s curriculum and the 

preparation required for the Key Stage 2 National Tests (SATs) later on in May. 

 

200th Anniversary 

The children have enjoyed participating in our Bicentennial Week and Y6 highlights 

included: balloon release, fencing workshop, history show, skipping workshop, baking 

wartime carrot biscuits and beginning their textile work on the school banner. The class 

did superbly in writing the bicentennial school song – 

Shine St. Mary’s Shine – the lyrics they put together 

were very fitting and worked really well to the melody 

of the original hymn. Their performance of this song 

at the Service of Thanksgiving was quite moving – well 

done to all of Y6! The Service of Thanksgiving itself 

was fantastic! It was a wonderful celebration of our 

school and a marvellous tribute to the children and staff who have been associated with 

the school for the last 200 years! It was so nice to see many of you in attendance. 

During the alumni open afternoon we were visited by a range of former pupils and staff 

who reminisced about their time at St. Mary’s. It was quite emotional for some, but what 

a delight it was to have them come back for the afternoon.  The week ended with the 

fabulous ‘Diamonds and Pearls’ Bicentennial Ball! It was such a great evening and we are 

very happy and grateful that lots of cash was raised for the school’s Bicentennial Fund. 

Please continue to support the school during its bicentennial year and watch out for 

more bicentennial themed events in the months to come. 

 

The Curriculum 

Below is an outline of the Year 6 curriculum for this half term: 

 

English A busy mixture of revising and extending each child’s grammar and 

punctuation skills, understanding texts through comprehension skills and 

continuing to develop writing skills in a range of styles will make up our 

English lessons this half-term. This will all be done with a directed eye 



towards SATs expectations. 

     The class will link the majority of their written work with our Power of 

Reading text, which continues to be Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle 

Magorian – a novel the whole class are enjoying. 

     Spelling tests will continue to be held on Friday – the words selected 

are all from previous SATs tests so please ensure meanings of words are 

learnt as well as the spellings! 

 

Maths 

 

In maths the children will also conduct a mixture of revising and extending 

skills, with an emphasis on SATs expectations. The children will be 

covering the following areas: Geometry: properties of shapes; Mental 

addition and subtraction; Written addition and subtraction; Statistics; 

Mental multiplication and division; Written multiplication and division; 

Decimals, percentages and their equivalence to fractions; Number and 

place value; Geometry: position and direction; Problem solving, reasoning 

and algebra; and Fractions, ratio and proportion. 

     As previously stated it would be really useful at home if the children 

are encouraged to complete the various curriculum activities on Mathletics 

– these act as good consolidation and revision tasks. Likewise, please help 

your child to practice all times tables up to 12x12 and rehearse mental 

arithmetic methods because speed is important in the arithmetic test. 

  

Topic 
(History) 

The topic on World War II will see the class visit The Churchill War 

Rooms (please await separate letter to be sent home in due course). The 

children will delve into history and learn about the outbreak of war, the 

effects of the Blitz, food rationing and the evacuation of children from 

major cities. We will then look at some events following the war and the 

formation of NATO. The topic will conclude with our very own class VE 

Day party! Further details about this party will be sent home nearer the 

time. 

 

Topic 
(Science) 

 
 

 

 

 

Computing 

 

The second topic will be Out of Africa – Evolution and Inheritance. The 

class will be looking at how all life began in the sea and how fossils provide 

information about living things from the past. They will learn how living 

things evolve over time, how plants and animals adapt to their environment 

and how adaption leads to evolution. Finally the class will discover how 

superbugs evolve and spread round the world. 

 

Digital technology – the children will resume looking at how to use online 

surveys as a research tool, how to use hyperlinks to create interactive 

stories and about different simulations and their uses. 

 

R.E. 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S.H.E. 

 

We continue with our study of Buddhism this half term and are all looking 

forward to our trip to the Buddhist Temple in Wimbledon (please await 

separate letter to be sent home in due course). Towards the end of the 

term we shall be exploring the Easter story as we lead up to Holy Week 

through Lent. 

 

Healthy Me! – This topic covers two main areas of health: Emotional 

health (being safe, friendships, mental health skills, body image, 

relationships with food, managing stress) and Physical health (eating a 

balanced diet, physical activity, drugs and alcohol, being safe, first aid) in 

order for children to learn that health is a very broad topic. 

 

French Madame Goalen will continue to deliver specialist teaching of French every 



 

 

Art & 

Design 

Monday. The main focus for this half-term will be: Where I live 

 

Mrs Forsyth will provide specialist teaching of art and design lessons. The 

class will create observational still life studies drawings and paintings of a 

variety of seasonal flowers and vegetation. Year 6 will learn to use white 

and black to create highlights in their work. The children will draw look at 

the work of artists across the centuries: Judith Leyster (17th); Jan van 

Huysum (18th); Henri Fantin-Latour (19th); Andy Warhol (20th); Gillian 

Ayres (21st). As the first half of the summer term is short we will start 

planning and preparing our canvases for the FoSMS Summer Art 

Exhibition. 

 

Music 

 

Mrs Le Prevost will teach specialist music lessons. Following on from our 

collective song-writing success last half term, this half term we will be 

writing songs about WWII in groups, thinking about the war from a child’s 

point of view at the time. We will be putting the words we write to music 

we compose ourselves and focusing on how to make sure the music 

enhances and conveys the emotions of the lyrics using all the musical 

elements, e.g. dynamics, tempo, timbre and duration. At the end of term 

they will perform their group pieces to the rest of the class. The 

performances will be recorded so that they can listen back and evaluate 

their work. 

 

P.E. Year 6 shall spend their Monday afternoon lesson having an introduction to 

gymnastics in the hall with Ms McCrone. The class shall cover a variety of 

gym skills including; balancing alone and with a partner, forward rolls, log 

rolls and backward rolls. Towards the end of the term skills such as 

cartwheels and headstands shall be covered with the final two weeks 

seeing the children working on creating mini sequences to include all of 

these. During their Thursday afternoon lesson Y6 shall continue with 

handball with Mr Naughton. Here they shall improve their techniques of 

passing, sending and receiving effectively, movement in and out of space, 

marking techniques and then small sided games which shall then grow into 

competitive matches. Within these sessions, the children shall be 

encouraged to think tactically about their game play. For the remainder of 

the half term, Mr Naughton shall introduce Tennis, developing hand to eye 

coordination, timing and technique covering basic shots and competitive 

rallies and match play. 

On alternate Tuesday mornings Y6 shall take part in Yoga with Ms 

McCrone. These sessions are designed to draw inner focus, confidence, 

both physical and mental strength as well as teaching the children tools to 

cope with anxiety in their busy lives. The sessions shall encourage 

individual and pair work to build friendships, fun and respect between 

peers. 

 
PE LESSONS FOR YEAR 6 WILL USUALLY TAKE PLACE TWICE A WEEK - 

EVERY MONDAY AFTERNOON AND EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD’S PE KIT AND TRAINERS FOR OUTDOORS 

ARE IN SCHOOL ON THESE DAYS AND LABELLED CLEARLY. 

  

Home Learning 

In Year 6 all children will usually be given three sets of main home learning to complete 

each week. We advise our children to spend no more than 40 minutes on each piece of 

main home learning and to let us know whether they found it too complicated or too easy 

at the end of the assignment. We expect all of our Year 6 children to complete their 



home learning independently but it would be beneficial for them to have it checked over 

for accurate punctuation, accurate calculations and neatness before it is handed in. 

Please comment if you have had to help significantly. 

 

Home learning is structured as followed: 

 

Friday: English, Maths and Topic – all due in on the following Wednesday. 

The children will continue to need support in organising and managing how they will 

complete their 3 pieces of home learning over the course of the week. 

 

In addition to the main home learning Year 6 pupils will also be expected to conduct 

these: 

1) Spellings - need to be learnt weekly, set every Monday for a test on Friday. 

2) Times Tables – need to be rehearsed regularly for a test on Friday. 

3) Mental Arithmetic – need to practise regularly for a test on Monday.  

4) Guided Reading – tasks will be set on a designated day for completion at home and 

handed in for the following week’s session with the teacher. 

 

Diary Dates 

Monday 20th-Friday 1st March 2019 – Bicentennial Week 

Friday 1st March 2019 – National Offer Day for Secondary Schools 

Wednesday 6th March 2019 – Holy Communion in the Hall – all welcome 

Friday 8th March 2019 – Celebration & Good Work Assembly – all welcome 

Friday 15th March 2019 – Red Nose Day (children will be allowed to wear their red noses) 

Friday 22nd March 2019 – Celebration & Good Work Assembly – all welcome 

Wednesday 27th/ Thursday 28th March 2019 – Progress in Learning Meetings (Parents Evenings) 

Friday 29th March 2019 – Mother’s Day Service in the Hall – all welcome 

Tuesday 2nd April 2019 – Year 6 class trip to the Churchill War Museum 

Tuesday 9th April 2019 – Bicentennial Whole School Photograph 

Friday 12th April 2019 - Celebration & Good Work Assembly – all welcome 

Friday 12th April 2019 at 2.30pm – End of Spring Term 

Monday 29th April 2019 – Start of Summer 1 

 

Communication 

If you have any queries about the daily routine or what your child is learning, or perhaps 

to inform us of other matters relating to your child, then do not hesitate to get in touch 

with any member of the Year 6 team. As always the best way to do this is through the 

use of your child’s PACT. The PACT e-mail is a great tool for communication between 

home and school, so please do not hesitate in using it. The address is: 

class6@st-marys-putney.wandsworth.sch.uk 

 

Keep in the loop with social media 

The school is now actively using two social media platforms to communicate school news 

and events, so please check them out and follow us: 

Twitter https://twitter.com/PutneySMPS 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/PutneySMPS/ 

 

Kindest regards, 

 

Mr Lett and Mrs Miles 
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