
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School, Putney 
 

Vision: Delivering excellence, allowing all to flourish 

Mission: Creating a culture of wonder, guided by Christian faith 

Values: Compassion  Endurance  Thankfulness 
 

Reception: Half Termly Letter to Parents 

Summer 1 April 2022 

 
Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s), 

 

Welcome back! We hope you all had a wonderful Easter break and are looking forward to our final term!  

 

The Curriculum 

Our main theme for our learning across all areas of the curriculum this half term is DINOSAURS!  We will start 

this in the second week of term. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 

This half term Reception will be focusing on their relationships with others, for instance with family and friends.  

We will be sharing our thoughts and feelings about making friends, falling out and being the best friend we can be.  

We are encouraging the children to think more and more about the impact of their actions on others as they learn, 

play and tell stories. 

 

Zones of Regulation 

As are class we are being introduced to a system called the Zones of Regulation.  This helps children gain skills in 

the area of self-regulation.  Self-regulation can go by many names, such as self-control, self-management, and 

impulse control.  This is often used by teachers further up in the school too, and we hope that it is something that 

will be useful for you as families at home, as well as at school. 

There are four zones to describe how children are feeling and how well they are able to control their impulses and 

emotions, with links to a traffic light system. 

 

Green Zone - this is when all is going well, and when a child is in control and has a good state of alertness too.  A 

person in the Green Zone can be described as calm, happy, focused, or content.   

Yellow Zone – this is when things are getting slightly uncomfortable, and a person in the Yellow Zone may lose some 

impulse control, and have a heightened state of alertness.  A person might be experiencing stress, frustration, 

anxiety, excitement, silliness, nervousness, confusion, or more slightly elevated emotions (including wiggly, squirmy, 

or sensory seeking).   

Red Zone – a person in the red zone has an extremely heightened state of alertness or very intense feelings – they 

will not be in control of their impulses or body.  A person might be feeling anger, rage, explosive behaviour, panic, 

terror or elation when in the Red Zone. 

Blue Zone – this is used to describe low states of alertness when one’s body and/or brain is moving slowly or 

sluggishly.  A person might be feeling sad, tired, sick, or bored. 

 

We are starting our learning about Zones of Regulation by learning the zones, and the different feelings within 

them.  As we become familiar with these we will think about strategies to change or stay in the zone we are in.   

It’s great for everyone to know the language of these zones, and to use this at home too!  It would be super to 

model to them explaining how you are feeling, and what zone you are in, and getting them to identify this too. At 

the bottom of the newsletter is a great diagram to refer to, and possibly to display at home too.  It is important to 

note that everyone experiences all of the zones – the Red and Yellow Zones are not the ‘bad’ or ‘naughty’ zones.  All 

of the zones are expected at one time or another. 

 

 



 

 

Physical Development (PD) 

The class will continue to develop their fine and gross motor skills.  Handwriting will feature highly this half term 

with a focus on letter formation.  To support this learning at home please encourage your child to form their 

letters correctly, so that any old habits are corrected, and to use a tripod grip (see picture on handwriting folder – 

pencil held between thumb and index finger, with the middle finger only resting underneath).  Please note that this 

tripod grip differs from the thumb and two finger grip. 

 

Reception continue to have their PE lessons on a Monday and a Thursday. They will continue to focus on ball skills, 

dribbling balls using hands and feet, and playing different aiming games.  Skills will be applied through a range of 

co-operative games. 

 

Communication and Language (C&L) 

Reception will be reading lots of exciting fiction and non-fiction ‘Dinosaur’ books this half term. The children will be 

using books and the Internet to find out facts about dinosaurs.  As part of this topic we would like the children to 

carry out some research at home with the help of parents/carers and bring it in for a ‘Show and Tell’ session over 

the course of this half term (see diary dates).  Children could pick their favourite dinosaur and tell us a little bit 

about it, bring in a dinosaur model, draw pictures of dinosaur or show photographs.      

 

We are encouraging children to be increasingly mindful of the needs of those listening to them when they speak.  

We are teaching the class to think about who they are speaking to, and how to keep them engaged as they tell a 

story or give instructions.  Within their speech, we are looking to develop children’s ability to express themselves 

increasingly effectively, for example using past, present and future tenses appropriately, and using added detail in 

their sentences.  If you find your child is using tenses in error, the best way to develop this area of their speech is 

to simply model the correct sentence back to them, without needing to point out their error.   

 

Literacy 

Phonics and Word Reading 

We will be consolidating our phonemes and digraphs learnt so far, and starting to learn some alternate spellings.  

We will start by learning what vowels are, and the different short and long vowel sounds they can make (e.g. ‘a’ can 

make ‘a’ as in apple or ‘ay’ as in baby).  Once a new alternate spelling is introduced, we will send a sound card home to 

be added to their Sound Books.   Please continue to practice all the sounds and actions at home daily – this is a 

really important foundation for their reading. Please also practice their tricky words daily – using the 

flashcards in games can make this a bit more interesting! 

 

It has been amazing to see the children so enthused with their reading, and the regular practice they are doing at 

home really is paying off in building this confidence! Thanks for your ongoing support here!  We are having a focus 

on comprehension and inference from the pictures and words combined at school.  This term we are returning to 

having two groups read a day, which has worked best for this cohort.  So please can green and blue families bring 

their reading folders in on Wednesdays, and red and yellow families bring their reading folders in on 

Thursdays. 

 

Writing 

Our focus book will be “Gigantasaurus” by Jonny Duddle.  The children will be using their phonic knowledge to write 

labels, captions, ‘Dinosaur Fact Sheets’, and letters to name a few activities.  We will also be coming up with little 

stories for a dinosaur to go on, building our imaginative ideas into a narrative.   

 

We are encouraging children to incorporate some of the ‘tricky words’ they know from their reading (ones that 

cannot be sounded out/blended) into their writing.  We have been introduced to what a sentence is, so we will be 

experimenting with adding capital letters, finger spaces and full stops in our writing. 

 

We will soon start sending home some simple ‘dictation’ homework to complement their handwriting.  See the home 

learning section below for further details. 

 

Mathematics 

In our number work, we will be continuing to create a secure foundation for the children’s mathematics.  We follow 

a Maths Mastery approach, which really focuses on a deep understanding of number.  Rather than counting ‘high’ we 

explore what is really going on within small numbers.  This half term children will be continuing to subitise within 5 

(seeing the amount and knowing how many there without having to count) and utilising 1 more and doubles patterns 



 

 

to help this.  Children will continue to develop verbal counting to 20 and beyond, including counting from different 

starting numbers.  We will be exploring the composition of 10 deeply, and making and ordering sets of objects, 

linking this to their growing understanding of the ordinal number system. 

 

Understanding the World 

During the first week we have been exploring where our food comes from and how plants grow.  The children have 

loved learning about this, and planting things for themselves, which we will continue to observe closely, learning 

about growth and change.   

 

Through our topic we will be learning some dinosaur names and sorting them into herbivores, carnivores and 

omnivores.  We will become ‘paleontologists’ and excavating fossils and dinosaur bones. We will be talking about 

when dinosaurs lived and about extinction. If you have any dinosaur books, models or fossils and would like to share 

them with Reception, please bring them in labelled with your child’s name.  The class will also be visiting the Natural 

History to discover more about dinosaurs!   

 

RE 

Our RE focus for this half term centres round the question “How did Jesus rescue people?” 

 

Expressive Art and Design 

In Music this half term’s focus is stories and sounds, using dinosaurs as our inspiration to link in with their class 

topic. We will be continuing to use and find our different voices as well as experiment with instruments to see what 

different sounds they can produce. We will also look at the structure of songs and develop their recognition of sung 

instructions without words.   

 

In Art the class will be using different techniques to create a dinosaur egg.  The children will begin with papier-

mache and then move on to marbling and painting techniques to finish. 

 

Reception Routines and Information 

 

Donations 

We would still love donations of clean and dry recycling materials throughout the term (boxes, cartons etc. – the 

more unusual shapes the better! but please no tin or glass).  Please bring these to me at the end of the day, or send 

them in with your child one morning.  Thank you!  If you are discarding any old clothes, please consider donating 

them to the Early Years: we are particularly short on spare socks and shoes! 
 

School Trips 

If you would like to come with us on one of the school trips coming up, please do ensure you apply for a DBS check 

through school.  Please also look out for the date of the volunteer induction that is coming up shortly.  Thanks to 

those of you who have volunteered to come with us on our first trip! 
 

Toys  

Please encourage your child NOT to bring their own toys into school.  These are causing quite a few worries and 

arguments. 
 

Extra info 

Thank you for all your support with the cake sale the money raised has gone to contribute to a completely new small 

construction area, and resources to make our reading corner both beautiful and cosy! 

 

Diary Dates 

Monday 2nd May – Bank Holiday (no school) 

Thursday 5th May – School Trip to the Natural History Museum  

Monday 23rd May – Class Workshare in the afternoon 

Wednesday 25th May – Class Photo Day 

Friday 27th May – Jubilee Celebrations in school 

 

Dinosaur Show and Tell 

Green Family Blue Family Yellow Family Red Family 

10.04.22 (Tuesday) 12.04.22 (Thursday) 17.04.22 (Tuesday) 19.04.22 (Thursday) 

 



 

 

Home Learning Arrangements and What Your Child Will Need Each Day 

 

Children’s rectangular book bags should be brought into school every day, including their reading folder.  This 

is really helpful for us as we seek to support your child’s early reading.   

Please make sure you check the book bags every time they come home in case there are letters and important 

information for you.  Please note that only reading materials should be kept in the reading folder – handwriting 

sheets and other work should be separate for easy collection. 

 

It is expected that children will read aloud and/or practice their letter sounds every night for at least 15 minutes 

at this crucial stage of learning to read.   Reading at home is incredibly important for the children’s early 

learning – short, but frequent, sessions are most recommended. 

 

Monday:  Children should come to school in their St Mary’s PE kit, and suitable footwear.  They do not need 

a change of clothes. 

 

Tuesday:  Normal day 

  

Wednesday:  Home learning (handwriting sheets and dictation) should be returned completed in your child’s 

book bag. 

Green and Blue Family’s Reading Day (We cannot read with your child without their reading folder) 

 

Thursday:  Children should come to school in their St Mary’s PE kit, and suitable footwear.  They do not need 

a change of clothes. 

Red and Yellow Family’s Reading Day (We cannot read with your child without their reading folder) 

 

Friday:  New home learning (handwriting sheets and dictation) will be set and placed in your child’s book 

bag.  These should be completed by the following Wednesday. 

 

 

Please ensure every item of your child’s uniform is clearly labelled, including sun hats! We also spend lots of 

time outdoors, so please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather.  Can I recommend all day sun 

creams, which are available at Boots etc., as your child should come with sun cream applied for the whole day. 

 

Communication 

If there are important messages e.g. a query for the Reception team, or letting us know about pick up 

arrangements please email class2021@st-marys-putney.wandsworth.sch.uk before 9am: these will be checked 

once a day.  A message after this should be phoned into the school office.  If the child is going home with 

someone not known to the Reception staff we must be notified in advance otherwise we cannot release your child 

until we have spoken to you.    

 

Safeguarding  

Safeguarding the children at St. Mary’s is the responsibility of all staff, parents and professionals who come on 

site. If you have a safeguarding concern, our Designated Safeguarding Lead in school is Mrs Kerry Dunford. Her 

contact email is: kdunford.212@lgflmail.org. For any safeguarding concerns outside of school hours please contact 

the Wandsworth Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH). Their contact details are: Telephone: 020 8871 6622 or 

e-mail: MASH@wandsworth.gov.uk. 

 

Keep in the loop with social media 

The school actively uses two social media platforms to communicate school news and events, so please check them 

out and follow us: 

Twitter https://twitter.com/PutneySMPS  Facebook https://www.facebook.com/PutneySMPS/ 

 

We can’t wait for another action packed term together.  If you have any questions please do speak to a member of 

the Reception team or send an email.  

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 

The Reception Team 
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