
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School, Putney 
 

Vision: Delivering excellence, allowing all to flourish 

Mission: Creating a culture of wonder, guided by Christian faith 

Values: Compassion  Endurance  Thankfulness 
 

Reception: Half Termly Letter to Parents 

Spring 2 - February 2026 

 
Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s), 

 

Welcome back for the second half of the spring term – we are looking forward to another action packed half term 

ahead! 

 

The Curriculum 

This half term the main theme for our learning across all areas of the curriculum is ‘Sowing a Seed’. We will be 

using the books The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle and The Extraordinary Gardener by Sam Boughton as our focus. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 

This half term, our focus is on the importance of being healthy.  They will spot the changes that happen to their 

body when they are active and will learn about healthy living.  We continue to do lots of work through child-initiated 

play on making relationships and how to play appropriately.  

 

Physical Development (PD) 

The class will continue to develop their fine and gross motor skills. 

Handwriting will now be taught in addition to Phonics, as letter formation at 

this stage is extremely important. Please support this at home by competing 

the weekly homework sheet.  

 

We are also looking to consolidate the children’s tripod grip for a pencil.  

The Early Learning Goal for physical development states that ‘almost all 

children’ should be using a tripod grip at the end of the year, so please 

correct their grip whenever they write. 

 

The Thursday PE lesson will be taught by Miss Tarquini. This half-term we 

will focus on Ball Handling Skills and then Dance. Their other lesson with Mr 

Phillips will continue to be focused on Gymnastic skills.  Children should come 

into school on Tuesdays and Thursdays in their PE kit. 

 

Communication and Language (C&L) 

The students will be introduced to some new vocabulary linked to seeds, plants and growth. We will continue to 

build on this language throughout the topic, especially through sharing a wide range of carefully chosen books. 

This topic provides lots of exciting opportunities for hands on learning. The children will be planting their own 

seeds and observing how they change and grow over time. Through these practical experiences, they will develop 

their understanding of what plants need to survive. 

Literacy: 

The students will be using their newly learned vocabulary and phonic knowledge to write simple sentences and 

complete an extended piece of writing based on our focus books, The Tiny Seed and The Extraordinary Gardener. 



 

 

By the end of the unit, pupils will demonstrate their understanding of 

the texts by retelling the stories in their own words, using recently 

introduced vocabulary. They will anticipate and recount key events, 

showing their developing comprehension skills. 

As part of their learning, the children will also create an informative 

leaflet to demonstrate their understanding of what seeds need in order 

to survive and grow. 

 

Phonics and Word Reading 

Reception have now learnt the initial 42 phonemes (letter sounds)! This 

half term the class will begin to learn alternatives for these sounds. E.g. this week we learnt that ‘y’ is an 

alternative to ‘ee’. If you hear ‘ee’ at the end of the word it is written as ‘y’ (mostly). Please continue to practice 

all the sounds at home daily – this is a really important foundation for their reading.  Here is a list of the 42 

phonemes we have learnt and sent home for the sound books.  If you are missing any of these sounds please let 

us know which ones (via email) and we can replace them.  The children continue to use these books in Year 1 so it 

really important they have all the phonemes/digraphs.   

 

We will also continue to recap and learn tricky words, and send these home in a separate flashcard set.  Although, 

these have not been in our reading books so far but we are starting to build up the children’s knowledge of ‘tricky 

words’ (words that cannot be ‘sounded out’ but just have to be remembered by children on sight) in preparation for 

the next reading level, where they will need to know the first set already.  Please let us know if you are missing 

any of the following tricky words: I, the, he, she, me, we, be, was, to, do, are, all, of (you, your have been added 

this week).  Please also practice your child’s tricky words daily. 

 

Mathematics 

In our number work, we will be continuing to create a secure foundation for the children’s mathematics.  We follow 

a Maths Mastery approach, which focuses on a deep understanding of number.  Rather than counting ‘high’ we 

explore what is really going on within small numbers.  This half term children will be increasing confidence with 

subitising within 5 (seeing the amount and knowing how many there without having to count), and exploring 

symmetrical patterns, linking this to ‘doubles’.  We will continue consolidating the children’s deep understanding of 

number, working with larger numbers within 10 and their composition, and becoming more familiar with the counting 

pattern beyond 20.  Children will explore the composition of odd and even numbers, and explore doubles.  One of 

the most challenging aspects is comparison of numbers; using the words ‘the same’, ‘equal’, ‘more’, and ‘fewer’, and 

linking this to their understanding of the number line. 

 

Understanding the World 

Through planting and caring for seeds, the children will explore the natural world and observe how living things 

grow and change over time. We will encourage curiosity by asking questions, making predictions, and talking about 

what plants need to survive. This hands-on learning helps the children develop a deeper understanding of life cycles 

and the importance of caring for our environment. 

 

RE 

We will find out about the key events from Palm Sunday until Easter Day in the Christian Salvation story. They will 

find out about the Christian belief that Jesus saved his people from their sins by dying on the cross and rising 

again three days later. During the unit, pupils will encounter signs and symbols linked to the celebration of Easter 

and be able to talk about why these are important for believers. 

 

Expressive Art and Design 

In addition to our class based activities the class will also have discrete music and art lessons with a specialist 

teacher every Tuesday. 

 

Art – Mrs. Bosley 
 

Music – Ms. Fenner  

 

Pe – Mr Phillips (will greet the children on Tuesday mornings) 



 

 

 

 

Reception Routines and Information 

 

 

Home Learning Arrangements and What Your Child Will Need Each Day 

Children’s rectangular book bags should be brought into school every day, including their reading folder.  This 

is really helpful for us as we seek to support your child’s early reading.   

Children should not bring any jewellery, toys, books or food with them – we have everything they need.  Please note 

that only reading materials should be kept in the reading folder – handwriting sheets and other work should be 

separate for easy collection. 

 

It is expected that children will read aloud and/or practice their letter sounds every night for at least 15 minutes 

at this crucial stage of learning to read.   Reading at home is incredibly important for the children’s early 

learning – short, but frequent, sessions are most recommended. 

 

Week Overview  

 

Monday:  Normal Day 

 

Tuesday:  Children will have Music, PE and Art in the morning (Miss Tarquini is not in class in the AM) 

  

Wednesday:  Normal Day 

  

Thursday:  Children should come to school in their St Mary’s PE kit, and suitable footwear.  Reading folders 

are collected for books to be changed  

 

Friday:              New home learning will be set and placed in your child’s book bag. We do not collect home learning      

sheets in. However, it is very beneficial to your child’s learning journey that these are completed the week they are 

given out to consolidate their learning. Reading folders are given out with added sounds to sound book and books will 

be changed. 

 

Communication 

If there are important messages e.g. a query for the Reception team, or letting us know about pick up 

arrangements please email class2025@st-marys-putney.wandsworth.sch.uk before 9am: these will be checked 

once a day.  A message after this should be phoned into the school office.  If the child is going home with 

someone not known to the Reception staff we must be notified in advance otherwise we cannot release your child 

until we have spoken to you.    

 

Safeguarding  

Safeguarding the children at St. Mary’s is the responsibility of all staff, parents and professionals who come on 

site. If you have a safeguarding concern, our Designated Safeguarding Lead in school is Miss Cheryl Payne. Her 

contact email is: 

dsl@st-marys-school.putney.wandswoth.sch.uk  

 

If there are safeguarding concerns, which take place outside of school hours please contact the Wandsworth Multi 

Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH). Their contact details are: Telephone: 020 8871 6622 or e-mail: 

MASH@wandsworth.gov.uk. 

 

Key Dates: 

Friday 6th March  

Reception Cake Sale 

Thursday 12th March  

Y3 Godly Play 

Friday 13th March 
Mothering Sunday Service at St Mary’s Church YR - Y6 

Nursery Mother's Day Celebration at School 2.30pm 

Nursery Cake Sale 
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Tuesday 17th March  

Spring Music Concert - 5pm (KS2 Pupils) 
Wednesday 18th March 
 Whole School Photograph 
Wednesday 18th – Thursday 19th March 

Progress in learning meetings 
Thursday 19th March 
DT Day 4 
Friday 20th March 
Comic Relief – Wear red, bring £1 

Monday 23rd March 

SEND Parent meetings with Mrs Dunford available  

Wednesday 23th March 
Spring Flute and Recorder Concert - 2.15pm in the Hall 
Friday 27th March 

Celebration Worship - 9.15am 
Last Day of Term. Term ends at 2.30pm 
 
 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to speak to us or to email me via the class email.  We 

are looking forward to another super half term together! 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Rebecca Tarquini and Joanne Lane-Wood 


